THE BATTLE OF THE LINE. EARTH'S 
FINAL STAN? AGAINST THE MINBARi 
WE COULDN'T EVEN TOUCH THEM 


THE SKY WAS FULL OF STARS, 
EVERY STAR AN EXPLOVING 6HIP. 
AN? & SHIP. ..ONE OF Ours. 


o, se Lo 
a 5 Pat.) 
. , A 
m SOME PEOPLE TALK 
rs ABOUT DEATH 
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CAME OUTTA 
NOWHERE — IT'S A 
TA! 


I'VE SEEN (TS SHAPE, ITS FORM, 
ITS LINES. ELEGANT AN? TERZIBLE 


. 3s . ° a 


° 


HEARD ITS VOICE SCREAM- FELT ITS TOUCH Graze I 
ING IN MY EARS AS MY _t by THE SKIN OF MY SHIP. 
SQUAPRON DIED AZOUN? ME , > 


4 

MST CABLE — 

BeZAK OFA! 
REA Ame 


WARNING: AFT STASILIZERS HIT. WERP- 
ONS SYSTEMS AT ZERO. DEFENSIVE GRID 
AT ZERO 


POWER PLANT NEARING 
CRITICAL MASS 


IF I'M PYING, 
I'M TAKING YOU 
PEMONS WITH ME! 


ANP? WAS GWALLOWEV 
BY IT, AS THE WHALE 
SWALLOWE? TONAH 


MY NAME |S J#FFR EY ONE OF TWO HUNDRED TWO HUNORE? SURVIVORS, 
PAW SINCLA/&. SURVIVORS OF THE OUT OF TWENTY 74/OL/— 
RANK: COMMAACER, OATILE OF THe GANZ GHIPS. TWENTY 


SARTHEOR CE. LAE. TWELVE VEARS THOUSAN? PILOTS. TWENTY 
t) aco THOUSAND VOVCES. « 
CRYING OUT IN THE NIG! 


bd SOME PEOPLE TALK ABOUT SELL. 


B rve seen THere 


HELL |S NEVER WHAT By 
y YOU £xXP C7. 


Find Me 


. a oe 


ow 


Pin Dar hnesse 


COMMANPER SINCLAIR 
ON BEHALF OF THE MINBAR! 
RELIGIOUS CASTE, IAM SENT TO 
TELL YOU THAT THE G@EY COUNCIL & 
WILL. RECEIVE YOU IN THIRTY A 
OF YOUR MINUTES. PLEASE 

PREPARE VOURSELF. 


PREPARE NNSELF 
AS IF I'VE PONE ANV- 
THING ALG SINCE 

LEAVING BABYLON 5 


BARTHPOME, GENEVA. 
TANL/ARY 6, 2259. 


“DAMN (7; SENATOR , I 
OQRMANP TO KNOW WHY 
I've BEEN RECALLED HERE.” 


COMMANDER [Vzve cor a wae 
SINCLAIZ, I AS— GEOL TY CHE BACK ON 
BLUE NOU, THE 
WILL AZZ BE GONE MY HEELS HERE EVENTS BABYLON 5'6 ROLE AS 
INTO AT THE For TWO 4 PUEACEKLEPER \& NORE 
IMPORTANT THAN EVER! 


PRESIVENT’S 
, ASGASB/~ 


AN? I WISH 
YOU'D S77 


CALLING IT AN 


P Oia FIELD aid WE'VE HA? A q I OON'T * 
/ CEPORTS SAY IT WAS © TERRIBLE SHOCK. WAS I RECALLED FROM ) AAO © 
AN ACCAAEN 7” WITH OUR NEW PRESIDENT BABYLON S WOW? TUST FOLLOW 
THE SHIP'S FUSION REACTOR, NEES EVERYONE'S 
WERE Y2L/ THERE? NO! SUPPORT. WE'RE ALL 
AN? I WOM’7 HAVE 
‘% YOU 6TARTING 
RUMORS. 


ORDERS, SENATOR? 
WHOSE 7 ANYONE GIVE ME 
> A STRAIGHT AA/— 
GUE AROUNT 


ERNMENT. THIG IS 
FARTH PONE. 


ti 


NO ONE EVER GETS A STRAIGHT— 


“THE VICE— THAT 1S, I DON'T SLEEP MUCH 
PRREBP kIT CLARA, | AT NIGHT. DON'T SLEEP 
qeernparde |) WELL WHEN 70 
J Ty =| ps 
b i 72> 
Tern 


SOMETIMES I 

HAVE CREAMS 
r = > 
ya - 
4 - 

ia — 
T 


Zz, GOLTIER, 
FIGHTERS PILOT, ANZ PIPLOMAT. 
I DARESAY YOU'VE PONE GETTER 
AS DIPLOMAT THAN YOU 
HAVE AS THE ZEST. 


16 PATHEAMN... 
(NEAL) Ghee VY Cbd 


rTeueT See 
Vo Twar.. excuse We, it \ 
( ME, COMMANPER, FITS YOUR PRO- 
BUT IS THAT AS FILE, HERE IN 
MUCH AT BASE FRONT OF 
ME. 


I KNOW, SINCLAIR: 
IT'S LATE AN? YOU'rE 
WON?VERING WHY T' 


IELLO, COMMANPER 
I BELIEVE YOu 2eMen— 
@LR NE. THOUGH 
NOT ENTIRELY. 


ON'T KNOW 
( WHAT YOU'RE TALKING 
\ ABOUT. I WAS BORN 


- : 4 THE NLL HELP 
WEES TALIS N Fa YOU REMEMBER THE REST. 
Our : 


xs 6 
ABOUT YOUR SOLZ. 
: awe 


GETEN oR wee 


WE M“ass7 
CHECK AGAIN TO BE 
GYRE. NF ITER 
MM/S TAKE — 
VALEN 6AI9, 
WARNED US— AN ATROCITY, 


OGLENN, we 
CAN'T TusT— 


IT AS TRUE. THERE 
19 AO M/G7AKE— 


iad Fin Pa 


errs 
.. A MINBAR| 9aXz. 
y ae — 


WE EXAMINE? THE 
OTHER FIGHTER PILOTS WE 
CAPTURED AND INTERROGATED, 
COMMANDER. THEY Wd@e THE 
SAME. BOME TO A LABS 


IN EACH GENER- 
ATION, THE GOULS OF 


WE ARE PIM AVSG4EL. 
GRAPUALLY, OVER NEARLY 
SIX THOUSANT YEARS, THE 
SOUL-WELL GREW SMALLER. 

Oug PEOPLE WERE BORN 

IN EVER GUAL LMS 


~HREMPH— 
THE MINBARI HAVE 
A STRICT COE Oe 
MONO, COMMANTER. NO 
MINBAR! HAS KILLE? ANOTHER 
IN 74Y1OLMGANOS A= VYEAPS. 
90, WHEN THEY FOUN? THIS OLIT. 
THEY HA? NO CHOICE. THEY 
FAL TO STOP THE WAR 
AGAINST OUI WORLP. 


WE'? THOUGHT THE 
BOL MINT LEP RE- 
GPONGIBLE, BUT THEI2 THEFTS 
FROM PYING MINBAR! ACCOUNTS 

ED FOR ONLY A SMALL Bi 


THAT DAY, WE 
VISCOVERE? WHEE 
OUR MISSING SOULS HAZ 
GONE. TO YOu’. TO 
YOR AMAL. 


be 
OF COURSE, WE 
MUSTN'T LET THIS 
BECOME COMMOV 
ANOWL4EP GE, PEOPLE 
WOULPN'T... @AC7~ WELL 
THE MINBARI WOULPN'T TAKS 


“NO, COMMANGER. — 
NOT UNTIL I ASSUME? 
THS OFFICE 


REFUSE TO ACCEPT IT. 
SOME 2/72 REFUSE! I'M 
TOL? ONE OF THEIR OWN 
MILITARY LEAVERS 
REFUSE? TO 

BELIEVE 


ye 
HIMSELF RATHER 
THAN GIVE THE SUR- 
RENVER ORDER. 


VYOe/ WERE THE ONLY ONE WHO HEAR? 


OUR DELIBERATIONS. THE ONLY ONG OUTSI7E THE 
GREY COUNCIL WHO KNEW THE 7AR/77. 


NW AOA TELY 
(OUL? BE 


ONCE WE HAZ 


SUE? FOR ABACE 
AN? TOL? YOu GOv- 
ERNMENT THE REASON 
WHY... WE M/AO= 


Ahad 
YOUS GOVERNMENT'S 
PERNMIIS/ON, 
OF COURSE 


> 

y SEVEN DAYS AGO... 15 IT 
ONLY SEVEN DAYS SINCE T 
LEFT BABYLON 5 ? I TOL? 
MY LOVELY CATHERINE, 
NOTHING S Thi 
GAME ciate 


PE 
. 


LOOK, I PON'T 
BELIEVE THIS MINBARI 
SOUL CRAP ANY MORE a 

THAN YOU 70. BLT fa a & 
<eidiganaighiitn hE rier, 
WE WERE WAG. 
IT DION'T MA77 Be 
THAT IT WAS INSANE 
EVERYTHING NAS \N- 
SANE. IF [IT MADE THEM STOP 
KILLING US. . WELL, THAT 
WAS FINE BY 49. _ 


I DON'T BLAME HE SAI... HE 
YOU. GUESS I'7 FEEL WAS HERE TO TAKE 
THE SAME WAY, IN ME AOME. 

YOUR SHOES. 


{F YOU WANT TO 
RESIGN NOUZ COM 
MIS6ION, I'LL SEE TO IT. 
FULL RETIZEMENT PAY, FULL 
HONORS, AVY TANG] YOR 
WAW7. LOR? KNOWS 
YOU'VE EARNEP IT. 


THAT'S THE 
OTHE THING...I 
HAVE ONE MORE JOB 
FOR YOU. IT'S “MAae— 
TAN 7, POSSIBLY THE 
MOST IMPORTANT TOS 
WE'VE 4VZ@ ASKE? 

you TO 


VE LIVE? WITH 

—WORKEE 

THEM — ON 
BABYLON 5. YOLI KNOW 
HOW THEY 7%//ME&- 


m “NOONE CANDO THIO 
Mm AS WELL AS Y¥Zé/ CAN.” 


“WHAT ABOUT MY CHIEF OF “HE'S MV AQ@/BAL, MR. PRESIVENT. 
SECURITY, GAR/MALD/? I CAN'T RUN OUT ON HIM 
HE WAS S407 — “” 


“You'Re VO7~ RUN- 
ING OUT. YOU'LL BE 
INFORME? OF HIS CON- 
VITION AT ALL TIMES. 
\F ANY TANS 
CHANGES, WE'LL GET 
YOU THERE AT ONCE.” 


(/ 
MY SMCONP W COMMAAP, [an 
SHE SHOULD AAOIW — “” \ 


"DONE — I'LL NOTIFV 
HER MYSELF, FIRST THING 
IN THE MORNING. ANZ 
WE'RE ASSIGNING HER 

A NEW C2. CAPTAIN 
GHERIVAN. ALSO GIVING 
HER A AVAL OD 
PROMOTION — TO 
COMMANDER. 


WALL. TIME TO LET 
oo FLY ON HER OWN. ” 


B “A SHUTTLE WILL FERRY 


VOU TO THE TRANSFER 
POINT. TEFF, WE Aa” 
YOU AS OUR AMBASSAIOR 


TO THE MINBAG! PEOPLE— 


THE FIZ6T HUMAN AM- 
BASSAVOR SVE? AS- 
SIGNE? TO THEIR HOME- 


WW woe”. THEY'VE Never 


INVITE? ANYONE ELSE 
THEY WANTE? YOU. 
ONLY YOu 


“MANBE THEY FEEL GUILTY 
ABOUT WHAT THEY VI? TO 
VOU. MANBE THEY 
COMFPORTARLE WITH NOU 


1 fa" (775 


“AN? MAYBE THEY A@E2 YOU 
WE'VE HEARD? ABOUT 7OLBLE 
BETWEEN THE MINBARI RELIGIOUS 
CASTE AN? THE MILITARY CASTE 
IT'S PODBS/ALE THAT...WELL, 
THE RELIGIOUS CASTE MIGHT JUST 
NEE? AN EXPERIENCED SOLD/Z@ 
THEY CAN TALK TO,” 


7 HEAVEN, THAT 
CH WE ARE, WE ARE 


, TO SEEK, TO 


19 NOT TO YIELZ. 


"lt was 
a drean 


of the place is... 


FIRST SEASON LOG iat eee i 
Spinning slowly on the edge of known space, the Babylon § space ae RAY 4 sya eK if 
Station is a huge, carefully balanced machine, supporting delicate threads of 


life. Although species from all over the galaxy pass through it, the station 
was conceived and built by Humans, with support from four alien races: mn Sraceynski has anything to say about it. 


Centauri, Narn, Minbari, and Vorlon. These five are the diplomatic core of For saven years, Stracrynski has worked 


j : to bring a new vision of science-fiction 
the Babylon project... neutral ground for the entire galaxy. ¢ : 
Aside from the laws of the station, however, little is clear on Babylon 5, oe television. He traveled to science- 
and little has been easy during the station’s first year. Even choosing a Conventions around the country, 
commander was troublesome — Earth Alliance proposed many candidates, {alking about the state of current science- 


but the Minbari refused to approve of any... until finally, the name of Jeffrey | Metin, asking fans for opinions. And at 
David Sinclair surfaced. Even with spotty leadership experience, he was | ®VONV Stop, he honed his concept of a new 


the only commander the Minbari would accept. | outer space environment, one that would 
Why? Reasons are unclear, although Sinclair does share a history | @PReal to people who truly ved science 

with the Minbari — one he understands only imperfectly. Sinclair was fiction — including himself. . 

one of few Earth Alliance members to survive the Battle of the Line, the The idea was immensely attractive ta 

final battle of the last major intergalactic war, pitting humans against creative people, as well as fans. Harlan 

the Minbari, Shortly after they captured Sinclair in battle, however, the Ellison signed on as Conceptual Consultant. 

Minbari abruptly surrendered — even as they were scant moments from | Ron Thornton and Steve Burg, special effects 

total victory. experts, agreed to design revolutionary new 
Now Sinclair and his successor, Captain John Sheridan, must patch up | computer imagery for the show [see next 

relationships between interplanetary governments. The Narn and the page). As executive producer and creator, 


Centauri have a long-standing feud, even more bitter now that the Narn Straczynski also brought plenty of experience 
] have overthrown Centauri dominance — and begun their own aggressive | aboard: he’s written several SF novels, plus 
expansion. The Grey Council, the mysterious ruling body of the Minbari, over 120 television episodes for many 


seems to encourage peace... but has trouble quelling dissent among the animated and live-action television series, 
castes of its own people. Already, Ambassador Kosh of the Vorlon Empire | including Captaw Power, Munoen Sue Wrote | 

] has survived an assassination attempt, poisoned by a rogue Minbari killer | and The New Twiuicnt Zone, 

who impersonated Sinclair, And the Vorlons are an enigma — few End result? Basyiow 5, the saga of a 

. outsiders have ever seen one without its strange full-"body” environment space station, where petty grievances and 
suit. Other wild cards include members of Earth Alliance's telepathic Psi- | epic stories play out against a lush cultural 
Corps, and the mysterious Shadowmen... | background of aliens and humans. 

Even the space station itself holds mysteries. Before Babylon 5, four According to Straczynski, the television 


previous stations were created — and lost. Three were mysteriously series will follow a pre-planned five-year 
sabotaged and destroyed, and the fourth disappeared without a trace... only | saga, building to a definitive end. So for 
to reappear through a rift in time four years later, briefly, then wink out of | Babylon 6, the future is known, although for 


existence again. the rest of us... surprises are waiting, 
Now, there is only Babylon 5, one last station. One final chance for peace. |__ = 


NEXT UP: TREASON! 

Jolfrey Sinclair arrives on Minbar, just in time to see a new Minbari leader sworn in... 
‘and a conspiracy plot unfold! Mark Moretti takes over as writer, basing his story 

On a premise by J. Michael Straczynski. Michaw! Neter and Rob Leigh continue on art. 


THE STARFURY 
AN OVERVIEW BY MOJO AND RON THORNTON 

‘Although Babylon 5 is primarily a fixture of peace, it must he propared to handle violence 
‘at many levels. Having a high-profile position on the political map often makes ita taryet for 
‘terrorists and even entire races who sometimes reject its decisions. As a result, this galactic 
white dove has sharp teeth to help it enforce 
diplomatic policy and defend against enemies. 

In addition to a comprehensive defensive grid 
of energy weapons and missile interceptors, the 
station often uses the STARFURY. This high 
performance space combat/reconnaissance fighter is 
state of the art Earth technology and is a formidable 
‘opponent to all hut the most advanced races. | 

It was designed by Ron Thornton and Steve 
Bury (who together conceptualized hardware for 


films such as The Anvss and Tentauaros 2) as a real _ By assembling thousands of 
zeso-yravity combat vehicle. It features four polygons in the shape of @ Startury, 
vectoring thrust nozzles/propulsion units on the tip of the artist provides the computer with 
‘each wing. This places the thrust line far from the ‘a mathematical description of the 
center of mass, allowing maximum maneuverability ~ mollel. This allows it to figure out 
with a minimum of power (similar to engines on the | what a Startury would look like from 
McDonnell-Douglas AV-8 Harrier, as seen in Thue | every angle, 


irs). These units are modular and easily removable, 


| Iva pint program, colors dit, 


facilitating maintenance and keeping STARFURY ‘ond other small details are 
downtime to a minimum. in the shape of the model. 
‘Space-suited pilots stand in their cockpits to : 
help them withstand the high g-forces associated | spcspenveemiireierss 
i ‘are saved! and applied to the 
with the breakneck maneuvering possible in a zero- odels. 
qvavity environment. By remaining perpendicular to acd : is fi , 
the direction of acceleration, blood will not rush from artic he hy 2 47 
the pilot's brain as fast, helping to prevent blackout brought into the computers virtual 
ina sudden high-y turn. This principle is employed! Tike an unpainted plastic model it. The shape is ESL RUC 
today when astronauts lie down during a launch. perfect, yot itis still only half complate, in front of digital cameras and lights. 
The STARFURY is armed with Copeland- ; Using a mouse, the animator moves 
JCAGG/A pulse discharge cannons, located directly the model, camera and lights to show 
bolow the cockpit on either side, Secondary cannons the computer what is desired. 
rest in the same position above the cockpit. They The computer now figures out 
pack a wallop and rarely miss when combined with and ‘renders’ the sequence frame by 
the on-board Duffy-1018MJS smart targeting frame. In a complex scene, one 
Re cote ts aR UTR Oo frame can take over an hour. There 
a re 
| ‘rom the fighter and serve as a temporary lifeboat. pidotese:' 4. aye | 
I ‘Similar to the General Dynamics F1-11, the cockpit computer more than 30 hours to } 
repent oa | 
pilot quickly away from highly volatile fuel The finished, painted vorsion. Texture maps created in i; 3 
stores, I hepa pil em ie Int alg (maging 
Fuel is stored in the wings ofthe STARFURY touches, turning it into w realistic spaco fighter. ‘employs a room full of Commodore 
and, although plemtul burs up quickly under the Amiga computers with the NewTek 
constant thst required to engage in combat. Since many alien craft do not sufer this Video Toaster to get the effects finished on time 


Jimitation, STARFURY pilats have no choice but to he the best, eliminating their targets swiftly 
and elficiently. 

‘The STARFURY isn’t the prettiest ship in the Babylon § universe, but what it lacks in 
beauty it makes up for with brawn. The Earth Alliance pilots put it best with their motto: Ugly 
But Well Hung, 


every week. As computers get faster, rendering 
will become less of @ problem and you may yet 
see even more exciting special effects in future 
episodes of Basyion 5! 


yt RON THORNTON is the Visual Effects Diroctor at Foundation 
Imaging, which creates the computer-generated special effects for Basvuon 5. 


Mi © J © isa Visual Effects Artist/Technical Director at Foundation Imaging 
and sometimes writes about Basyton 5 for no apparent reason. 


